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(Following is the text of Presidential Address by Jb. Mohammed
Ismail Sahib at the Kerala State Muslim league Confrence, at
Allama Mohammed Igbal Nagar, Calicut, on 15th February 1959)

In The name of allah, the merciful, the compassionate. all praise be to him
and may his peace and blessings be upon his holy messenger!

President and Members of the Reception Committee, Delegates, Guests and
Brothren,

Assalamu Alaikum.

| beg to offer my hearty greetings to one and all of you on this memorable
oocasion and tender my warmest congratulations to everyone of you on the
scintillating, telling and brilliant success, which you see unfolded before you in
this grand manner, the Second Annual Conference of the Kerala State Muslim
league held fittingly in the historic city of Calicut which has been from ancient days
an important meeting place of world -trade and civilisations and a proud seat of
Islamic culture,and civilisation. One noteworthy feature of the shining success
and the importance of the Conference is that it is surging with the irresistible
enthusiasm of not only the huge numbers of brethren who have come from almost
all parts of the Kerala State but also the large numbers who have taken the trouble
of attending it from other parts of the country, far and near. One sitting in this august
assemblage and breathing its inspiring atmosphere cannot forget the proud fact
that the Kerala State Muslim League occupies the top-most rank in the Muslim
League Organisation owes of course to its splendid and noble leadership and the
unshakeable and the solid support of the Muslim community. The vast proportions
and the widely representative character of the gathering and the inspiring
enthusiasm demonstrated by it provide one more proof, if proof is still wanting,
which shows how firm and wide the Muslim League and its righteous cause have
struck their roots in the being and life of the community. Heartiest congratulations
are certainly your due, my brethren and also whole-heartedly second the cordial
welcome given to you by the esteemed and revered President of the Reception
Committee.
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Itis indeed a high honour to be called upon to preside over such an illustrious
conference and | tender from the bottom of my heart my grateful thanks for this
great honour done to me.

Hard and vital problems and questions, though some aspects of which keep
changing from time to time, are still facing the community, the State, the country
and the world. May the Almighty Allah bless you with His merciful guidance in your
deliberations over them and may your decisions continue to be in the real and
lasting interest of all concerned!

LAWAND ORDER

For tackling any problem or for making any progress in any direction, the first
requisite is a stable society with a sense of security and for the existence of such
a society, maintenance of law and order is the first necessary condition. It is highly
regretable that in the Kerala State the law and order position has not yet become
satisfactory and that the sense of security has not yet been adequately restored to
the sadly disturbed minds of the people. All forces of law, order and peace must
joint together, co-operate unreservedly and honestly for the purpose and see that
conditions producing the sense of insecurity are eliminated and the rule of law
and order is scrupulously and firmly maintained and established, so that the people
of the State may be enabled to pay undivided and devoted attention to schemes of
economic progress and prosperity.

The policy of the Muslim League has always been for serving the cause of law
and order in the country in all possible ways. In this very part of the country when
some years ago, after independence, the authorities were hard put to it in the face
of violence and disorder created by certain disruptive elements, the Muslim League
came to the rescue and effectively aided in th re-establishment of peace and
orderliness. The Government of the day acknowledge ofcourse the action and
assistance of the League. Tne Muslim League is continuing and will continue the
same salutary policy of effectively identifying itself with all forces and sections that
stand for law and order and for the peaceful functioning of society.

KERALAEDUCATION BILL

I am sorry to have to state that the modified Kerala Education Bill too contains
seriously objectionable features deleterious of the interests of the educational
institutions and of the pupils therof. Itis particularly unfortunate that, this persistent
and disturbing attempt at meddling with the education of our young one is made in
a state which is most advanced and of the Bill relating to the appointment,and
payment of the teachers continues to be subversive in chatacter. Any reasonable
man would agree-and insist too- that for the purpose of providing the best education
and training for children, ‘the most efficient and best suited hands should be
recruited from wherever available and one would also agree that those who have
got an intimate knowledge of the field of education and of the needs of particular
institutions are the proper persons to select fitting hands. But to say that the
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recruitment for particuar institutions should be confined to particular districts and
it should be entrusted mainly to a general agency of the Government does not
show much of genuine interest in education as such. The people concerned are
naturally led to fear that it all smacks of narrow party politics and betrays a desire
to bring education under party control for its own purposes.

INDOCRINATION IN KERALAAND ELSEWHERE

The Text-Book Scrutiny Committee appointed by the Kerala Government to
examine the allegations made by certain sections that some books issued by the
official Text-Book Writing committees had been written with the object of
indoctrinating pupils with the communist ideology has recently submitted its report.
In the report, the committee is understood to have expressed the view that there
has been no concerted attempt on the part of the authorities at indoctrination of
the commuinist ideology though there are some passages in certain books which
tend to offend social, religious and political sentiments of some sections and
there are certain lessons and passages in some other books which may tend to
create impressions favourable to communist ideology. But will the matter end
here? When the communists,gained ameagre measure of power as a result of
their victory in Malabar District Board elections sometime ago attempts were
made in the direction of using the District Board teachers as agents for inculcating
communist ideas to children in their homes. Remembering this past experience
in this part of the country, knowing the communist Party and its creed for what they
are and bearing in mind the fact that they have got the machinery of a whole state
government now in their hands including the helpful agency for producing school
text-books, can the report of the Scrutiny Committee be taken as furnishing an
assurance and guarantee for the future?

In some of the other parts of the country which are under the Congress regime,
certain things are happening which would show scant courtesy to religions other
than that of the ruling party such as, for example, the children belonging to different
faiths being asked to show respect to pictures and statues in the manner of worship
which, for one thing, is radically opposed to Islam and they are being required to
join by way of prayer in songs containing ideas and expressions fundamentally at
variance with the basic tenets and concepts of Islam. Is it not more than strange for
such things to happen in a secular system of edueation supposed to eschew even
the allowable instruction on religion?

This brings to mind a recent incident in Assam in which a Muslim Minister, Mr.
Moinul Hug Chowdry declined during the last Gandhi Jayanti celebrations to
garland a statue of Mahatma Gandhi. It seems he explained that while he held the
memory of the Mahatma in all due and high respect he as a Muslim could not
perform the function of garlanding the statue as it was against the fundamental
principle of Islam. But, the. so-called national press would not spare him, and it
attacked him furiously and bitterly. The poor minister’s action was dubbed as anti-

national, as if nationalism does not, recognise and respect the freedom of believing
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in the supreme principle of one God. It is stated that the matter has been referred
to the Congress High Command and it will be interesting to know the decision of
the High Command on the question.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

Fear about political or party indoctrination will loose much of its point if there is
religious, instruction in schools. The Muslim League, from the time of framing the
constitution of India has been consistently and earnestly advocating and urging
that provision should be made for imparting instruction to children in the schools
in their respective religions. In 1953, the then Chief Minister of the Madras State
agreed with a Muslim League delegation which waited on him regarding the
necessity of giving religious instruction, to children in schools including state
owned institutions and kindly promised to do his best in that connection. So far
nothing has come out. Many of the Congress leaders who at the beginning were,
for banning religious instruction in public institutions seem now to have veered
round to the view that instruction in religion is an essential part of true education
and is indispensable in the noble task of building up a genuinely great national
character. We can only hope that they and their like will now co-operate in giving
a concrete shape to their changed view.

NAGPUR CONGRESS DECISION -
CO-OPERATIVE FARMING

A storm of criticism has burst over the country attacking the recent Nagpur
Congress decision on co-operative faming. The critics include eminent Congress
leaders and thinkers like Rajaji, Munshiji and Prof. Ranga who cannot be said to
be partial to capitaism or any vested economic interest. They argue that co-operative
farming is not good to the country and it will lead to despotism and tyranny. On the
other side, it is stated that if this is not a new or sudden decision and, that the
Congress has adopted as its objective pretty long ago co-operative commonwealth
which will result in the formation of a socialist society.

So far as the Muslim League is concerned, it has made it clear that it stands for
the establishment of a socialist form of society. Socialist pattern or form is not a
new idea to the Muslims. Islam which is a way of life has adumbrated a scheme of
life which is the right and true socialism. The late Mr K.T. Shah who was a socialist
thinker all his life and a prominent and important member of the Constituent
Assembly invited me to a talk in Delhi sometime before his death and spoke to me
of his appreciation of Islamic Economics. He said at the end of the talk that Islamic
scheme of life was beautiful and that it was socialism and added “I accept the
entire Islamic economic scheme; the only difference between you and me is that
| accept it because it appeals to reason and you (a muslim) accept it because itis
Kalamullah (word of God)". | said the belief that it is the word of God would impart
unshakeable strength and stability to the scheme which appealed to his reason.
This will, I think, give some indication of Islamic Socialism and muslims’ support
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of socialism.

Planning is the necessary road to, and also, sustainer of, socialist society and
the Muslim League firmly supports it. As a matter of fact soon after Independence
as also before it, the Muslim League has been advocating and urging that
economic development of the country ought to be carried on by planning; but the
Congress party would not look at the idea, at the time -though in the pre-
Independence days the Congress had formulated a national plan. After a few
years, the ruling party took to planning and inaugurated the Five Year Plans which
have got the unreserved support of the Muslim League.

What India has adopted is democratic planning which means intelligent and
voluntary co-operation of the people and maintenance of individual liberty. While
people support planning as a speedy and sure means of economic progress,
there can also be fanaticism about it. If some people, for, example, speak of
breathing space for assessing, and consolidatintg the gains of planning at a certain
stage, the plan fanatics raise the cry “plan in danger” and call the critics by all
sorts of names. They don’'t remember that what we are following is democratic
planning and that it is good to allow fresh air and light to fall on it. Again planning
includes principles of co-operatlve system and the adoption of those principles
are necessary for the success of our plans. But is it necessary, or good to adopt
them at every point of human activity or planning? Salt is good and necessary in
food and therefore, do you put itin every item of food you take? The protagonists of
co-operative, farming in the Congress say that the co-operative farming is to come
on avoluntary basis and only after three years. But have they not at the same time
made the public to understand that the excess land that may be released on the
implementation of land-ceiling before the end of the year will be handed over to
co-operatives? What the critics say is that it is indeed beneficial and necessary to
have service co-operatives in the agricultural sector, for such purposes as the,
distribution of seeds, manure, implements, loans, knowledge of improved methods
and marketing of the produce; but not for actual cultivation or farmng of land. They
argue that co-operative farming will take away much of the incentive which
ownership is intended to provide for increased production. They fear that bossism
in co-operation with law and authority immediately behind it, will be much more
rigorous than old bossism and that under such bossism and control the farmer will
loose the taste of ownership of land and his independence and individuality. Even
if the simple and unsophisticated peasants join the farming co-operative as a
result of propaganda and persuation, they will try to get out of it after a time on
experiencing the actual nature of joint farming. For the peasants also put a great
value on their liberty and freedom. Then what will happen? The ruling party having
adopted co-operative farming as their policy with such eclat will not turn back but
will resort to compulsion for making the peasants to remain in or join the co-
operative and the compulsion may take different forms, direct and indirect. In the
result, co-operative farming will transform itself into collective farming with
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dictatorship and despotism as its driving force. This is what the critics of the
Nagpur decision fear; and who can say the fear is devoid of substance?

One need not be accused of cynicism or scepticism if one says in this
connection that the Communist comrades and their fellow travellers may
enthusiastically support the Nagpur move being convinced that it will lead ultimately
to collectivisation in agriculture or they may support the move more for its unsetting
effects than for any of its supposed intrinsic merits.

The Congress leaders say there is yet plenty of time before putting the Nagpur
decision into operation. Will they not then give a cool and calm consideration to
the aspects and questions raised by the critics who are their friends after all and
earn the gratitude of not only the present generation but of posterity as well.

MUSLIM REPRESENTATION IN LEGISLATURES

At the last Trivandrum District Muslim Leageu Convention, | referred to the
report of the Election Commission of India on the last general elections and to
several aspects of the conduct of the elections which add credit to the work of the
Commission. At the same time | pointed out that the Commission did not refer inits
review of the elections to the failure of the minorities in the country to secure
adequate and, proper representation. One of the crucial tests of a good and proper
electoral system is its capability to enable the minorities to obtain adequate and
real representation. The last two general elections have grievously failed in this
test, thereby proving that the present electoral system cannot do justice to all the
sections of the population of the country.

Atfter the introduction of the present single-member territorial joint electoral
system, the adverse position of the minorities has been further aggravated in another
way that is in the manner of forming and delimiting constituencies. When | was
discussing the question of delimitation of constituencies with a Minister of Madras
about nine years ago, he observed in a matter of course manner that the policy of
the Government was to divide the Muslim pockets among as many constituencies
as possible. My protest was of no avail. That policy is in effect to split, scatter and
dissipate even what little voting strength that was left with the Muslim community
after the inauguration of joint electorates; and the operation of this policy is going
on everywhere until today and of course includes Panchayat and Municipal spheres
also.

Under the present electoral system, the miserably low representation of Muslims
is bound to continue. For this reason, the Muslim League has been urging from
time to time the necessity for a suitable change in the electoral law and lastly, the
Working Committee of the Indian Union Muslim League at its meeting held in
November last at Trivandrum has reiterated the request that if seperate electorates
are not possible steps might be taken to provide at least Multi-Member
constituencies with cumulative voting or proportionate representation with single
transferable votes or any other system which would ensure adequate and this
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repeated request will receive a sympathetic consideration at the hands of the
Government.

When speaking of elections, | would like to refer to another point of a general
nature and interest. Time and again, it would have been noted that while one party
gets a particular number of seats for a particular number of votes polled by it,
another Party gets a considerable larger or smaller number of seats for the same
number of votes polled by it. This is indeed an anamoly not peculiar to the elections
of our country, but is men with elsewhere also. The fact is, comparatively, the
number of seats gained by a party does not, at times, reflect the actual amount of
support it has got in the country. May | with due consideration, suggest to the
Election Commission of our country that this is a point which is worthy of their study
and investigation if it is not already under their consideration and that they may find
out means of reducing this anamoly to a minimum if not to eradicate it altogether!

REPRESENTATION IN SERVICES

Itis highly regrettable that the deplorable under-representation of Muslims in
the services still continues. The Prime Minister of India admitted the position of
Muslims in this respect some months back and said that he had figures to show
that the condition of the Muslims was deteriorating year after year. The Muslims
would be grateful to know what steps his government has taken to stop this
deterioration and for giving the community its due.

URDU

Again the Prime Minister himself made it clear more than once that Urdu, one
of the national languages of the country had not been receiving a square deal.
The position of the language in the country has not much improved even after this
admission. Can we not expect the Prime Minister to pay some particular attention
to this question and see that the injustice and hardship to which the Urdu language
is submitted are removed at least without any more delay?

MEO MUSLIMS OF RAJASTHAN

Trouble for lakhs of Meo Muslims of Rajasthan who are mostly poor peasants
began more than ten years ago. These people were all along in their motherland
and did not leave the country even for a day. But their homes and lands were
forcibly occupied by refugees who came from Pakistan. They have been asking
for the restitution of their hearths and homes and property for these ten years; but
inspite of repeated promises from the authorities, they have not yet been properly
rehabilitated. | fervently hope that the pitiable condition and more than deserving
case of these poor tillers of the soil will draw more attention and more effective and
suitable action from the authorities and that their long-standing distress will be
over now.

MOSQUES ETC. IN NON MUSLIM OCCUPATION
Another deplorable state of affairs is that thousands of mosques, madrasas,
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durgahs and ashurkhanas in Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan and West Bengal are still in
possession of the refugees and in non-Muslim hands. | do not want to say anything
about it, as anybody can easlily gauge the poignant feelings of the Muslim
community over the matter. Only, | would earnestly beseech the Government to
take immediate steps and restore these religious places to the Muslim community
atleast now.

RELATIONSHIP WITH CEYLON

Afew days ago came the news of the arrival of yet another batch of more than
8000 persons from Ceylon to India and it was stated that the Government would
take steps to rehabilitate these people in India. Many more people have come
previously and it is hoped their case, too, is receiving sympathetic and proper
consideration from the Governments in the States and the Centre.

In this connection, one wonders why in spite of age-old mutual good-will and
friendly relationship existing between the people of both Ceylon and India, the
Government of India has not been able to make a sufficiently reasonable impression
on the Government of Ceylon in the unconscionable long-drawn out negotiations
over the citizenship rights and other questions relating to the people of Indian
origin in Ceylon.

In the present situation it is indeed a matter for gratification that the question of
the recent sudden and total ban imposed on the imports of lungis into Ceylon was
speedily taken up and settled, affording relief to the important section of handloom
industry in Southern India engaged in the manufacture of lungis. There has now
appeared another difficulty affecting this lungi - weaving section of handloom
industry in the South. The condition that the importer of lungis in Ccylon must buy
a certain proportion of Ceylon- made sarongs has, itis reported, been now extended
also to cheap and coarse varieties of lungis, while previously it was confined only
to finer varieties. This it is said, has practically stopped the import of the cheap
varieties into Ceylon, thereby rendering hundreds of looms idle in Southern India,
with the result thousands of people are thrown out of employment. | hope the
Government of India will look into the matter promptly before the situation becomes
too serious to be borne by the people.

Another serious situation has arisen in the beedi industry of the extreme South
which has mostly been exporting to Ceylon. As a result of a trade-agreement
concluded between Ceylon and India, restricting, among other things, the export
of beedis from India to ceylon, which agreement, by the way, was signed without
consulting the interests concerned in South India and because of an extra - ordinary
manner in which the Ceylon Government has chosen at present to operate the
terms of the agreement, the allowable amount of import into Ceylon for this year
has been radically cut down. This action has forced the beedi factories to stop
production and close down, thereby gravely and seriously affecting the employment
position of not less than 20,000 workers. Avery large number of these workers have
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already lost their jobs and are facing starvation. | earnestly appeal to the
Governments concerned in our country to take immediate and effective steps to
save these men and women from starvation and hardships.

Everybody will agree that it will not at all be in the interest of the country for the
Government to allow such long-established and important export markets of ours
to be so liquidated on one side, while they are taking steps - often costly steps - on
the other side for promoting our export trade and for finding new markets.

MUSLIM LEAGUE

We have sufficiently explained the position and stand of the Muslim League on
innumerable occasions and platforms particularly during the last ten years and
more. Our points and arguments have not been met except by raising the
hackeneyed slogan of communalism. As we have done enough already by way of
explanation, | do not propose to take much of your time now on this subject. On the
other-hand, | cordially invite anybody for a reasonable discussion and to convince
us if acommunity having a distinct religion, culture and way of life can exercise its
right of self-expression and association and raise its voice on relevant questions in
any way other than organising itself and speaking through its own accredited and
representative organisation.

We have pointed out that our authoritative and representative organisation, the
Muslim League is far from being communal. It is really anti-communal and wants
equally honourable existence for all communities and sections in the country and
does not want any new depressed classes created in the land. It is national fully in
its outlook and attitude and stands for the integrity, freedom, honour, strength,
prosperity and happiness of the country and for the hearts" harmony and unity of all
the sections of the people. More, it wants lasting and enduring peace in the world
of which our motherland is a proud part. In consonance with its stand and aims
and objects, the Muslim League is supporting the establishment of a socialist
form of society in the country and the Five Year plans as the means to attain that
society; and itis behind the foreign policy adopted by our country.

If some of our opponents are not yet convinced, what are we to say and do? We
have only to say that their mind is still working under some personal, unjustifiable,
hard-dying prejudice and we have to pray that their mind be opened and be cleared
of such unreasonable and unfriendly bias and prejudice.

Brethren, we are on the right path and our cause is righteous. Aimighty Allah is
our guide and succour! All praise be to Him! Ameen.
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THE INDIAN UNION MUSLIM LEAGUE

The meeting of the Working Committee of the Indian Union Muslim League
held at Madras on 30th May, 1966 passed the following resolutions:-

The present Congress Government has been in power for about the last 20
years which is an unduly long time in a democratic set up. But it has proved a
thorough failure inspite of its repeated promises of improvement. They have taxed
the people heavily and borrowed huge sums of money from foreign countries and
sunk them in their illconceived and uneconomic projects and schemes. But the
results glaring at the face of the people are the scracity of food grains and of even
drinking water and the ever soaring high prices upsetting the economy of every
household in the country; and all these have happened inspite of their three five
years plans. Their wrong and undue emphasis on heavy industries to the detri-
ment of agriculture which is of basic fundamental and vital importance to the
country has brought near economic debacle and misery upon the country. The
Congress Government is not able to pull out the Country from the quandry into
which their illconceived and ill executed schemes have pushed the country; and
yet itis astounding and brazen on their part to solicit the patience and the franchise
of the people any more.

With regard to the Muslim minority and their interests, the conduct of the Con-
gress Government has proved an equally dismal failure. In many cases, their utter
disregard of these interests and their hostility to them is amazing. In the face of the
crying and glaring injustice done to the Muslim minority in the matter of their due
share and representation in services, legislatures and economic life of the country
and with regard to Urdu and cultural matter particularly in respect of the one
outstanding cultural institution, the Aligarh Muslim university which the Muslims
have reared and developed and which the Congress Government is trying to
strangulate and demolish as Muslim Institution, it is audacious on the part of the
Congress Government and leaders to go on repeating parrot-like, inside and
outside the country, that there is no greivance for Muslims. If they are honest in
their declarations and declamations they should produce facts an figures to show
the actual and proportionate share the Muslim Community has been enabled to
enjoy in the various fields of employment and avocation in the country. But unhap-
pily the actual facts and figures would not support their deliberately wrong propa-
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ganda.

For these and other similar reasons the Working Committee has once again
been obliged to request our country men including Muslims, in the real interest of
the country and of our posterity, not to bestow their valuable franchis, on the Con-
gress party in the coming General Elections.

The Indian Union Muslim League as the only political and representative
organisation of the Muslims in India resolves to co-operate with the opposition
parties in the Country on the basis of a minimum programme to replace the
Congress Government which has been tried for so long and found miserably
wanting and incompetent.

For this purpose it authorises and requests its President to appoint Negotiating
Committees for the various State in the Country for contacting and exploring the
possibility of forming electoral alliances, understandings or adjustment with re-
gard to the General Elections of 1967.

In this connection this meeting of the working Committee of the Indian Union
Muslim League ratifies the electoral alliance which the Tamilnad State Muslim
League has entered into with the D.M.K. and Swathantra Parties and sanctions
any more arrangements which the President may consider necessary for the
purpose.

This meeting places on record the undeniable fact that the Kerala State's sad
predicament of not having a legislature and a popular Government at present is
due to the wanton omissions and commissions of the Congress Government of
the Country. The President's Rule in Kerala has proved beyond doubt that it cannot
be a substitute for a popular Government. And it has also become crystal clear that
another Congress Government cannot be such a substitute. And so, it has be-
come the sacred duty of the people of Kerala to bring about a non-congress
Government in the State. The Negotiating Committee to be appointed for Kerala
State has therefore to concern itself not only with the General Elections but also
the nature of the Government that will follow. (This will apply in the case of Tamilnad
also)

PRESIDENT'S DECISION

In terms of the foregoing clauses of the resolution the President has appointed
the following Negotiating Committees:-

. For Kerala State:

a. Janab Alhaj Syed Abdur Rahman Bafakyh Thangal, President, Kerala State
Muslim League.

b. Janab Alhaj Ebrahim Sulaiman Sait Saheb, Ex M.P. General Secretary In-
dian Union Muslim League, Vice President Kerala State Muslim League.

C.Janab Alhaj C.H. Mohammed Koya M.P, General Secretary, Kerala State
Muslim League Organising Committee.

Il. MYSORE STATE:

a. Janab H. Mohideen Khan Saheb, President, Mysore State Muslim League
Organising Committee.
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b. Janab G. Abdul Wajeed Khan M.C, Advocate, Member Mysore State Muslim
League Organising Committee.

C. Janab S. Abdul Rasheed Khan Saheb 'Rasheed' Secretary, Mysore State
Muslim Legue Organising Committee.

[Il. ANDHRA- CIRCAR & ROYALASEEMA

a. Janab Peshiman Abdul Razack Saheb, Cuddappal

b. Janab M.K.Mohideen, Nellore

c. Janab Dr.Habibulla Big Saheb, M.B.B.S

IV. MAHARASHTRA

a. Janab Haji Noor Mohamed Ahmed Sait Saheb, President, Maharashtra
State Muslim League, Bombay.

b. Janab G.M.Banat walla Saheb, General Secretary, Maharashtra State Mus-
lim League.

c. Janab Farooq Ahmed Saheb, Joint Secretary Maharashtra State Muslim
League.

For other States the President will appoint the necessary Committees as and
when needed.
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